












Agency Honor Awards
Congratulations to colleagues within the Of�ce of the Chief Information Of�cer 

(OCIO) who have been selected for the 2021 Agency Honor Awards. The honor 

awards are an opportunity to express gratitude and appreciation to NASA employ -

ees who have helped the Agency achieve great things throughout the year. NASA 

medals and certi�cates are subsequently presented to the recipients by the Agen -

cy’s highest of�cials at the annual awards ceremonies held at NASA Headquarters 

and each NASA Center. Here’s a list of the OCIO winners. Way to go, team!

NASA Group Achievement Award

COVID-19 Contact Tracing and 
Tracking Team—In recognition of 
the outstanding cross-organizational 
teamwork demonstrated by the rapid 
development and deployment of the 
Agency COVID-19 Contact Tracing and 
Tracking application in response to the 
pandemic.

Christopher Aguirre, Joey Anders, 
Leigh Anderson, Gary Arrington, 
Gregory Barrall, Sittra Battle, Eliza-
beth Beecham, Christopher Bertag-
nolli, Robert Birchmeier, Christopher 
Blakeley, Melody Bowling, Stephanie 
Chandler, Deepak Chawla, Milton 
Checchi, Angela Claud, Chad Collier, 
Tatiana Cooke, Kyle Cossey, Whitney 
Craig, Dennis daCruz, Sherry David-
son, Esteban Duenas, Leland Dutro, 

Mignonwoalo Edorh, Shari Feinberg, 
Tim Fiedorowicz, Dr. Jordan Fires-
tone, Babajide Folarin, Walter Frank-
lin, Justin Fraser, Brittany Freeman, 
Mark Fridye, Sowmya Gadang, Jeffrey 
Gernand, Caroline Gerughty, Dr. Susan 
Gifford, Yekaterina Gilbo, Brandon 
Goss, Marshall Guillory, Brittany Hig-
gins, Cris Holderman, Tarrie Hood, 
Stacye Hoult, Lorna Howell, Shannon 
Jackson, Shelby Johnson, Kirk John-
son, Doris Jones, Becky Kaufman, 
Robert Keasling, Heather Kimley, 
David King, Christopher Kusek, Jason 
Larche, Smith Larona, John McCardle, 
Barbet McLain, Vivek Mehta, David 
Meza, Dr. Vincent Michaud, Priyada 
Mohen, Safiatu Mojidi, Donald Monell, 
Rupa Nallani, Karen Northon, Patricia 
Oleksiak, Cheryl Oscar, Michael Pan-
nell, Vanessa Pao, Stephen Pilkenton, 

Phil Posey, Albert Praetorius, Madhavi 
Puli, Terri Ratcliff, Benjamin Reist, Ire-
sha Ricks, Stephen Sayousanat, Brent 
Sherman, Jeffrey Sinnamon, MarKei-
sha Snaith, Shenandoah Speers, Patti 
Stockman, Ronald Thompson, Emily 
Townsend, Eldora Valentine, Ram-
prisad Varri, David Vivian, Dylan Volk, 
Anita Webster, Kellie White, Keith 
Winters, Tami Wisniewski, Allison Wolff, 
Penny Woods, E. Yates, and Suneetha 
Yellamaraju

Silver Group Achievement Award

EUSO/CP Strategic Communications 
Team – For exemplary service to NASA 
in support of IT communications during 
COVID-19.

Brittany Higgins, Daniel Horton, Jaleah 
Morris, Sylvester Placid, Shaina Strom, 
Emily Townsend
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Exceptional Public Service Medal 
Hilary Gambale at Goddard Space Flight 
Center (GSFC)—For her dedicated ef-
forts to provide Center-wide training and 
user support for Office 365 applications 
amid the global pandemic and GSFC’s 
change to a remote workforce.

Silver Group Achievement Award 
Goddard’s NASA ground communi-
cations system (NASCOM) Mission 
Operations Team—For unwavering 
dedication, including risking personal 
safety, while providing onsite support 
for NASA’s mission-critical activities 
during the pandemic.

Group Achievement Award 
Goddard Mission Cloud Platform 
Team—For outstanding achievements in 
developing, securing, and implementing 
the new Mission Cloud Platform (MCP), 
a critical component of NASA’s mission 
technology transformation.

NASA Group Achievement Award 
The End User Services Program 
COVID-19 Telework Team—For excep-
tional support and performance ensur-
ing telework readiness for the Agency 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Troy Farsoun, 
JaLeah Morris, Lauren 

Strickland, Kirk Johnson, Chris Story, 
Josh Atchley, Stephanie Elliot, Brit-
tany Garner, Kyle Westbrook, Laura 
Coil, Steven Foote, T.W. Fowler, Daniel 
Horton, Rachel Morris, Kim Solomon, 
James Stovall, Shaina Strom, Emily 
Townsend, Bobbie Williams, Robert 
Wilson, Pinar Moore, and Paul Rydeen

NASA Group Achievement Award 
The Druva Cloud Backup Solution 
Team—For exemplary performance in 
development, planning, management, 
and deployment of the Druva Cloud 
Backup Solution.

Troy Farsoun, Kirk Johnson, Kyle West-
brook, Robert Wilson, Steve Foote, 
Bobbie Williams, Emily Townsend, and 
Daniel Horton

NASA Group Achievement Award 
Collaboration Modernization Team—
For recognition of the successful inte-
grated, timely, and effective modern-
ization of the Glenn Research Center 
Collaboration platforms.

Brian Sommers & Nick Meyer-Fladwood

NASA Silver Group 
Achievement Award
NASA Stennis Space Center IT Pan-
demic Response Team—For outstand-
ing support of the NASA workforce 
during the COVID-19 pandemic man-
datory teleworking environment.

Allecia Kimble

Space Flight Awareness Award 
For O365 Trainings and Communica-
tions during the transition to remote 
telework.

Brittany Garner, Shaina Strom, Daniel 
Horton, and Emily Townsend

Group Special Act Award 
Cybersecurity and Privacy Division 
Data Call—For exceptional analysis 
and going above normal working hours 
and days for the White House data call.

Phil Posey

Agency Honor Award Exceptional 
Achievement Medal 
Sittra Battle at Marshall Space Flight 
Center (MSFC). For outstanding 
achievement leadership during transi-
tion to the NASA End-user Services 
and Technologies contract and sup-
porting agencywide telework. 

NASA Group Achievement Award 
NSSC Information Management Team. 
For outstanding performance in trans-
forming records management at NSSC 
into a cohesive, technology-driven 
Information Management Program.

Julia Akhidue, Colby Albasini, Tammy 
Bridenbeck, Wendy Byrd, Alina Davis, 
Maria Etheridge, Harvey Frazier, Jeffrey 
Hennessey, Lisa Herring, Liz Howard, 
Doug LeMere, Brandi Mckinley, Brit-
tany McLaurin, Jamie Mettler, Barbara 
Miramon, Cindy Mroueh, Paul Rydeen, 
Cynthia Schwingshakl, Jesse Shiyou, 
Nathan Sisco, Dawnyel Stuart, Tammy 
Thompson, Deirdre Wolverton and 
Bobbie Young.

Hilary Gambale

Sittra Battle
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the ground team to uplink these photos. 
This will hopefully demonstrate the au-
tonomy needed for Artemis and Mars mis-
sions, where communications bandwidth 
and time delays affect inspections. While 
the team members have their hands full 
with post-EVA photo analysis, they are also 
documenting the real-time inspection steps 
of the process. With the addition of the HD 
camera on the Extravehicular Mobility Unit 
(EMU), the operations team gains access to 
a 720p signal, enough detail to perform a 
glove analysis in real time via video stream 
as the crew performs a spacewalk. The 

research team is in preliminary planning 
stages to test the scenario later this year. 

A special thanks goes to everyone who sup-
ported this project by either providing guid-
ance, developing code, and sharing ideas. 
Every member of the team was enthusias-
tic, motivated, and determined to succeed 
from start to finish. It really took a village 
to accomplish this endeavor. And the work 
would not have occurred without the sup-
port from NASA leadership who recognized 
the potential AIML technology provides to 
the agency’s Human Space Flight program.
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